From the point of view of general physiology, however, the characteristic feature of vision is the reception of light by the retina. Among the special senses it is the peculiar formation of the receiving apparatus?the layer of rods and cones?that distinguishes sight from hearing, smell, and taste, and not the presence of a lens or refraction apparatus, rather than an external ear or a nose or a tongue. The rods and cones must be regarded as the functioning unit of the eye, like the muscle fibre in the heart and the glomerulus in the kidney. That is important, because the first step in the study of derangement of function of any organ is to determine its functioning unit. Dr. Bryson2 has insisted that the study of its capillary supply is of equal importance with the functioning unit itself. In short, the unit and its capillaries are the organ in miniature, and the functional activity depends upon the manner in which these two constituents react upon one another.
The rdle played by the capillaries is distinct from that of the heart and blood-vessels. 3 The capillaries are not simply tubes through which blood flows. The cells of an organ have a direct influence upon them, and much depends upon the manner in which the capillaries react to the call of the tissues for nourishment?to the "hunger" of the tissues, as Clifford 
